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TEACH TRACTOR SAFETY 


Every spring, thousands of Alberta 
high school and university students hire out as 
farm help. And for many of them, farming is a 
brand new experience. 


Of all the varied facets of farm em- 
ployment these students encounter, farm 
hazards are particularly new to them. One 
such hazard--annually involved in fatalities 
--is the farm tractor. 


4 


Statistics indicate that the tractor is 
involved in the majority of farm power mishaps. 
In Alberta, there are more than 110,000 
tractors--each a potential accident hazard, 
when operated by the uninitiated . . . or the 
unwise. 


For operators of Municipal District 
farm tractors on weed-cutting operations, 
indeed in every type of tractor operation, 
the following National Safety Council tips 
deserve the closest attention. 


Ie The tractor is designed for power, 
not speed. It does its job most 
efficiently when operated slowly. 


2 When going to or from the field, go 
slowly. A hidden bump or ditch struck 
at too high a speed can flip the ma- 
chine over or pitch the operator off, 


3. Working the side of a slopé requires 
extra caution, A hole, bump or 
quick turn can roll the tractor over. 
Don't try to farm a slope that is too 


high. 


4, | When pulling a really heavy load 
add front-end weights to keep the 
tractor balanced. 


5. Climb a steep grade in reverse to 
prevent any chance of a backward 
upset. Don't try to handle a heavy 
load going down such a hill--and 
keep machine in gear. 


6. If the wheels stick in a ditch or deep 
mud-hole--get help. With a tractor, 
something is going to turn when power 
is applied. If the wheels can't, the 
rest of the tractor will. 


INSECTICIDE SAFETY 


In recent years, two large groups of 
new insecticides have arrived on the scene, 
both accompanied by some degree of contro- 
versey . 


These insecticides are of the organic 
phosoporous group (e.g. TEPP and parathion) 
and the chlorinated hydrocarbon group (e.g. 
chlordane and toxaphene). 


Two basic facts cannot be emphasized 
too frequently: 


(a) Al of these pesticides chemicals, in- 
cluding the newest of the many con- 
stantly appearing on the market, are 
toxic or capable of injuring the human. 


(b) All can be used without injury to health 
if used with proper safeguards. 


Aiming our educational guns at the 
prevention of health injury from the misuse 
of these valuable but toxic materials, here 
is a list of proven protective measures: 


Le Insecticides should always be dis- 
pensed in their original package or 
container, so that the user can read 
the warning label precautions. 


2. Packages or containers should be kept 
from children, and preferably, under 
lock and key. 


3. Dispose of “empty” containers prop- 
erly--by burning or burial--and 
remove the possibility of accidental 
ingestion of unused portions. 


4, Use protective outer clothing. Keep 
the dust and spray off the skin and out 
of the eyes and hair. 


5. Use clean clothing daily and rinsed 
natural rubber gloves. 


oP Use approved respirators or gas masks 
for loading or other heavy exposures. 
(Their use is not a substitute for 
essential precautions. ) 


74 Practise good skin hygiene with a 
daily shower. 


Remember all pesticides can be used 


without injury to health, if used with proper 
safeguards 


LET'S RESOLVE TO USE THEM THAT WAY. 
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